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elephants began to move, they found their feet so
sore as to be almost useless. So trumpeting with
rage and pain they rushed about the forest destroy-
ing the ant-hills. But they could not reach the
ants, who crept into the earth, while the more they
ran about the worse grew their feet. So finding all
their efforts useless, they desisted : and fearing for
the future, they resolved to conclude peace with
the ants. But not being able to find any, they sent
a mouse, who went underground, and carried their
message to the ants. But the ants replied: We
will make no peace with the elephants, unless they
deliver up their king to be punished for slaying our
ambassadors. So the mouse went back to the ele-
phants, and told them. And seeing that there was
no help for it, they submitted.

Then the king of the elephants came alone into
the forest, with drooping ears, to deliver himself up
to the ants. And the ants said to the Sham^*
creeper: Bind this evil-doer, or we will gnaw your
roots and destroy you. So the creeper threw its
arms round the elephant, and bound him so tightly
that he could not stir. And then the ants crawled

ants' or any other ants could produce the disease is & point
for the natural historian to determine*

* Famous in poetry for its extraordinary toughness*